The effects of psychopathology on subjective experience of side effects of antipsychotics in patients with schizophrenia.
This study was conducted to delineate the relationship between self-reported side effects and psychopathology in schizophrenia patients. Patients with schizophrenia completed the Liverpool University Neuroleptic Side Effects Rating Scale for subjective side effects and were evaluated with the Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale for their psychopathology. Based on a series of multiple linear regression analyses, we derived a model accounting for the relationships among the specific domains of psychopathology and red herring (RH) items of the Liverpool University Neuroleptic Side Effects Rating Scale in predicting subjective side effects. The model with anxiety/depressive symptoms and RH serving as mediators between positive symptoms and side effects was found to show good fit. Positive symptoms caused mostly anxiety symptoms and tendency to report RH items, whereby resulting in over-generalized reporting of subjective side effects. However, a large proportion of variance of side effects was explained by RH, which was only partially explained by positive symptoms alone. Therefore, patients with severe levels of positive and anxiety/depressive symptoms may be prone to nocebo-like effects of antipsychotics. Studies that include acute stage patients presenting severe levels of these symptoms should not rely only on the subjective report of side effects but also apply objective measures.